
About The Book

Rebecca, the red-tailed hawk, is 
not afraid of ghosts! One night she 
bravely ventures into the barn to 
meet the famous ghost of Donley 
Farm. But when she finally meets him, 
Rebecca is surprised to discover that 
this “ghost” is much more familiar 
than she’d expected. Join Rebecca as 
she stays up late to talk with her new 
friend and find out what they have in 
common and how they are different.
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For Creative Minds

After learning the true identity of the ghost, Rebecca 
and Bernard compare how they are similar and how 
they are different. Children are able to continue 
these comparisons in the For Creative Minds Section 
with activities that include:

•  Diurnal or Nocturnal 
•  Raptor Diets
•  Raptor Fun Facts

As a paired reading, cross-curricular text The 
Ghost of Donley Farm fits perfectly into Common 
Core and Next Generation Science Standards for 
grades K-3. Exact standards alignment and a 15-
30 page teaching activities guide are available on 
Arbordalepublishing.com. 

Curriculum Connections

Classification Information

Understanding that reading level alignment is 
important for classroom implementation, The Ghost 
of Donley Farm has been assessed by the following 
organizations:

• Preliminary Atos: 4.8
• Flesch-Kincaid: 3.9
• Lexile®: 750
• Fountas and Pinnell®: N

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile Fiction
•  JUV002040 - Animals / Birds
•  JUV009060 - Concepts / Size and Shape
•  JUV029000 - Nature and the Natural World

This book has been vetted for accuracy by Deb Oexmann, 
director of the Brukner Nature Center. 

Interactive eBooks with dual-language selectable text (English and Spanish) and auto-flip pages 
with audio are available for purchase online.



There is a commotion 
on the lake: he hops, 
he squawks, and worst 
of all, he can’t stand 

still! Will the young heron learn to stand 
still like his elders?

Baby Owls 
Rescue
What if you found a 
baby owl in your back 
yard? What would you 
do? Where would you 
go to for help? Join 

young Maddie and Max as they learn a 
valuable lesson from a little lost owl.

Henry the 
Impatient 
Heron

About The Illustrator

About The Author
Jaime Gardner Johnson is a ninth grade English teacher and former 
director of education at Brukner Nature Center. As a life-long nature lover, 
she has worked with rehabilitation centers for both raptors and other 
wildlife. Jaime lives with her husband and son in Kamuela, Hawaii, where 
they enjoy hiking in the volcanic hills in search of pueo owls. The Ghost of 
Donley Farm is her debut picture book.

Laurie Allen Klein has been a freelance artist for nearly 25 years. Over the 
last several years, she has worked as the on-staff artist for a marine park, 
where she does everything from painting life-size sea animal murals to 
illustrating children’s activity books. In addition to The Ghost of Donley 
Farm, Laurie has illustrated Fur and Feathers, Where Should Turtle Be?, 
Little Skink’s Tail, Solar System Forecast, Meet the Planets, If a Dolphin 
Were a Fish and Balloon Trees for Arbordale. She was the winner of the 
Outstanding Pennsylvania Author/ Illustrator Award from the Pennsylvania 
School Librarians Association in 2008 and is a member of the Society of 
Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. Laurie lives in Florida. See more of 
her artwork at Lauriekleinarts.com.

Other titles featuring birds
For more information about 
this book or any of our other 
selections contact us:

By Phone: (877) 243-3457
By Fax: (843) 216-3457
By email: 
info@Arbordalepublishing.com

On the Web: 
www.Arbordalepublishing.com 

Sign up for our educational 
newsletter: 

Marcel, a young 
tundra swan, is tired 
from the first half of a 
winter migration, so 
he decides to stay up 

north. He soon realizes he’s not cut out 
for life on ice. What will he do?

Whistling 
Wings

Animal Helpers 
Raptor Centers
When powerful birds of 
prey, called raptors, are 
sick or injured, special 
animal helpers at raptor 
centers come to the 

rescue. Learn how humans have adapted 
techniques to save raptors.

#BCC the not so secret newsletter


