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When did you become interested in writing?

I have always been interested in writing and 
storytelling. My grandfather was an expert at 
telling stories, and he really showed me that 
nothing beats a great story! My dad also used 
to take us to the Cleveland Public Library 
downtown when I was young. It was quite an 
adventure because we rode the rapid 
transit (an above ground train) and 
it was a huge building. I remember 
thinking it was the coolest place in 
the city and I loved spending days off 
school here.

The Ghost of Donley Farm is your 
first published book, what was your 
inspiration to tell this story?

I wrote the story when I was working as a 
naturalist. I was disappointed that a lot of books 
featuring hawks or owls do not focus enough 
on their specific and unique traits. Most people 
don’t know that birds have 3 eyelids, for example, 
so that was a neat feature to add. I think adding 
these details spark curiosity in kids, and make 
them want to find out more on their own. Also, 

because humans can basically come out at night 
or during the day, I’m not sure most kids realize 
that being nocturnal or diurnal is not a choice! 
These animals come out when they do because of 
their traits, and Rebecca’s story helps demonstrate 
this. 

What was the most challenging aspect of writing 
your first children’s book?

The hardest thing for me is finding 
an appropriate voice that is both 
accessible for children, but also 
challenges them to think about the 
topic more scientifically and critically. 
That balance can be difficult to 
achieve!

You are not only a writer, but a 
teacher and a former naturalist. Having held so 
many different positions working with children, 
do you have any advice for parents teaching 
children about animals and birds of prey?

I learned so much about hawks and owls from 
working at a raptor rehabilitation center. Try to 
find out if there is a center near you that you can 



visit. Seeing the animals up close is a great way to 
get to know them better. The best part is that once 
you’ve seen them at a center, you’ll start seeing 
them in the wild all over the place! You simply 
have to train your eyes to spot them. When you’re 
driving down the highway and you see a hawk 
on a fence, take the time to point it out to a child 
because even if it is a common sight, it is still a 
cool one!  I remember as a child getting excited 
to see buzzards flying overhead, simply because 
my parents always pointed them out and made it 
seem like a really 
special and 
important thing 
(which it is! A 
place without 
a buzzard is 
a place with 
smelly rotting 
carcasses! Yuck!)

Living in 
Hawaii, do you 
see hawks or 
owls?

Yes! Even though I had in mind 
the Ohio landscape I grew up in 
when writing The Ghost of the 
Donley Farm, there are hawks 
and owls in my own backyard in 
Hawaii! I love to watch the Hawaiian owl, known 
as the pueo, swooping over the sweet potato patch 
in the fields behind my house. The Hawaiians 
originally worshiped the bird as a god, but now 
it is on the endangered list. The Hawaiian hawk, 
known as the io, is found in similar areas to the 
pueo—open grasslands at higher elevations.  
You can see it perched on fence points along the 
country roads.

As you prepare for the launch of your first book 

what questions have you encountered most?

Well, since this is my first book, I haven’t had to 
field too many questions yet! Most people are 
curious, however, as to when I decided to publish 
the story since it is coming out after my time as a 
naturalist. I was way too busy at the nature center 
to ever write a book, and that’s one of the perks of 
being a classroom teacher! Now I have some time 
to be a bit more creative in my summer vacations. 

Finally, when are you most creative?

I am definitely most creative when I am teaching. 
Coming up with interesting ways to present 
information naturally lends itself to creativity. 
Moreover, the best part about teaching is that 
your audience always makes you think about 

things in a new way through 
discussion and questions, and 
the learning process becomes 
a two way street. Whether 
working with children, teens, 
or adults, teaching definitely 
sparks my imagination and 
creativity and suddenly I find 
myself thinking outside the 
box.
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