About The Book
Along a stream a dam pops out of the
water. Beavers are busy at work! These
aquatic mammals have unique traits
that aid them in building the perfect
lodge to raise young beavers and keep
predators away. Mary Holland’s vibrant
photographs document the beavers’
activities through the course of a year. Do
these beavers ever take a break? Follow
along as they break through the winter
ice to begin the busy year of eating bark,
building dams and gathering food just
in time for winter to come again.
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Curriculum Connections
For Creative Minds
Beavers are more than just aquatic mammals; they
drastically change habitats to suit their needs.
Children are able to explore the world of beavers
through the For Creative Minds activities in each
book that include:
• Beaver Signs
• Beavers as Habitat Engineers
• Beaver Tails
As a nonfiction, cross-curricular text, The Beaver's
Busy Year fits perfectly into Common Core and Next
Generation Science Standards (animal adaptations)
lessons for grades K-3. Exact standards alignment
and a 15-30 page teaching activities guide are
available on Arbordalepublishing.com.

Classification Information
Understanding that reading level alignment is important
for classroom implementation The Beaver's Busy Year has
been assessed by the following organizations:
• Preliminary ATOS: 4.4
• Flesch-Kincaid: 4.8
• Lexile: 940
• Fountas and Pinnell: O

Bisac Codes include:

• JNF003140 - JNF/ Animals/ Mammals
• JUV029000 - JNF/ Nature & the Natural World/ General

The information in this book has been vetted for
accuracy by Amy Yeakel, Education Program Director,
and Dave Erler, Senior Naturalist, at the Squam Lakes
Natural Science Center.

About The Author
Mary Holland is a naturalist, nature photographer, columnist, and award-winning
author with a life-long passion for natural history. After graduating from the
University of Michigan’s School of Natural Resources, Mary worked as a naturalist
at the Museum of the Hudson Highlands in New York state, directed the state-wide
Environmental Learning for the Future program for the Vermont Institute of Natural
Science, worked as a resource naturalist for the Massachusetts Audubon Society,
and designed and presented her own “Knee-High Nature Programs” for libraries and
elementary schools throughout Vermont and New Hampshire. Her other children’s
books include Ferdinand Fox’s First Summer (2014 NSTA/CBC Outstanding Science
Trade Books, 2013, Moonbeam Broze winner) with Arbordale Publishing and
Milkweed Visitors, (Science Books and Films’ list for the best books of 2006 in the
category Children’s Books under Zoological Sciences). Mary’s book Naturally Curious:
a Photographic Field Guide and Month-by-Month Journey Through the Fields, Woods
and Marshes of New England won the 2011 National Outdoor Book Award for the
Nature Guidebook category. Mary lives in Vermont with her lab, Emma. Visit Mary’s
blog at naturallycuriouswith maryholland.wordpress.com
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Related Titles
Ferdinand Fox's
First summer
Follow
this
photographic journal
of a red fox as he
explores the world
around him during the
first few months of his life. He’s about a
month old when he first comes out of the
den. Watch as he learns to hunt through
play and by using his senses. See the
changes as he grows from a young kit to
a young fox. After all, by the next summer,
he’ll have kits of his own! Naturalist
photographer
and
environmental
educator Mary Holland has captured
Ferdinand Fox’s First Summer in a way that
is sure to grab children’s hearts.

Three Little
Beavers
Beatrix longs to be
good at something.
Her brother Bevan is an
expert at repairing the
lodge. Her sister Beverly
is a superb swimmer and underwater
gymnast. What makes Beatrix stand out?
One day, she runs away and finds some
fresh garden plants to eat, and yummy
trees to gnaw. When her siblings set off to
find her, all Three Little Beavers wind up
trapped! It takes some simple engineering
on the part of the humans who set the
traps, and Beatrix’s discovery of her special
talents, for the people and beavers to finally
find a way to live in harmony.

