


Dolphins

Learned Behaviors

Like humans, dolphins learn through play,
observation, and experimentation. Some
learned behaviors are fun things to pass
the time. In different parts of the world,
dolphins have learned some fascinating
hunting techniques that help them survive.
Whether these learned behaviors are taught
from one generation to the next or learned
by observation, those dolphins have unique
hunting skills found only in those areas.

Arbordale Publishing offers so much more than
a picture book. We open the door for children
to explore the facts behind a story they love.

The For Creative Minds includes
- Thinking it Through
- Match the Hunting Style

Thanks to Dolphin Quest for verifying the
accuracy of the information in this book.

Arbordale’s interactive ebooks read aloud
in both English and Spanish with word-
highlighting and adjustable audio speed.
Available for purchase online.
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Dolphins: Learned Behaviors is the first book
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website at www.lauriekleinarts.com.
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Dolphins love playing with bubbles. But not just any old,
run-of-the-mill bubbles. No, dolphins make bubble rings.




Young dolphins might drag
seaweed or kelp around with
their mouths. They might even
play “keep away” with others.

As they get older, they may
even “wear’ sea plants by
draping the plants over parts
of their bodies.




Just like many humans like to body surf, dolphins like to
ride ocean waves, too. Just before the waves reach the
shore, the dolphins will turn around and swim back to
deeper water to catch another ride. They might even leap
out of the water at the top of the wave crest.

e T L N =

In deep ocean water, dolphins will also play in the bow
waves of ships or even in waves made by humpback and
sperm whales as they swim by.




Bottlenose dolphins around Hawaii have been seen
swimming above a humpback whale’s head. As the whale
lifts its head, it lifts the dolphin out of the water and

the dolphin slides back into the water. The two marine
mammals may repeat this behavior several times.
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Dolphins might learn things for fun but they also
need to learn how to hunt. Some dolphins have
learned fascinating hunting skills.

Near Shark Bay, West Australia, some dolphins
wear sea sponges on the tip of their mouths
(rostrums) to protect themselves when looking
for buried food along the seafloor.

Studies show that this tool-using behavior has
been passed down from mother to calf over
several generations.




For Creative Minds

This section may be photocopied or printed from our website by the owner of this book for
educational, non-commercial use. Visit www.ArbordalePublishing.com to explore all the

Match the Hunting Style

Match the learned hunting style to the image.
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~ Some dolphin behaviors or use of tools
~are seen only in certain parts of the
- world. Why do you think the behaviors/
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What do you think might haopen if @ o
tool -using dolphln from one location was
moved to another area |n the world?

- What are some tools dolphins use to
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What are some tools humans use to fmd
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> "-.Can you think _o'f-_S'omethihg you learned
- Just by watching someone else?

Some dolphlns have Iearned to hunt
~ together in teams. Can you think of
any other ammals that hunt together in
groups (cooperatlve huntmg)?
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Do you thmk you could blow bubbles
~ while swimming like dolphins do? Why or
why not? If you play with bubbles, how do
you make them? s i
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