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Dangerous animals from all over the world gather for
the Most Dangerous Animal of All Contest. Snakes,
spiders, sharks . . . who will be the winner? Deadly
poison, huge teeth, razor-sharp horns, and fearsome
feet are just a few of the ways that animals kill.
Predators mean to kill. Prey simply defend themselves.
And yet, the unexpected most deadly animal doesn’t
mean to harm at all! Don’t let the suspense kill you.
Animals in the book include: box jellies, inland
taipan, great white shark, porcupinefish, Brazilian
wandering spider, Cape buffalo, saltwater crocodile,
hippopotamus, cassowary, and mosquito.
It’s so much more than a picture book . . . this
book is specifically designed to be both a fun-toread story and a launch pad for discussions and
learning. Whether read at home or in a classroom, we
encourage adults to do the activities with the young
children in their lives. Free online resources and
support at www.ArbordalePublishing.com include:
• For Creative Minds as seen in the book
(in English & Spanish):
° Dangerous Adaptations
° How Animals Use Adaptations: Predator or Prey?
° Where in the World?
° Thinking it Through: Design an Animal
• Teaching Activities (to do at home or school):
° Reading Questions		
° Math
° Language Arts		
° Geography
° Science

Award-winning author Terri Fields’ many books
include, The Most Dangerous and Burro’s
Tortillas for Arbordale, as well as early chapter
books and young adult novels. Her books have
garnered a number of awards including the Maud
Hart Lovelace Award for Middle Grades Fiction, the
Georgia Children’s Choice Award, being named to
the Recommended Reading List for Chicago Public
Schools, the TAYSHAS (Texas) Reading List, the
Southwest Books of the Year List, and named the One
Book Arizona. In addition to writing, she is also an
educator who has been named Arizona Teacher of
the Year, ING Education Innovator for Arizona, and
been selected as one of the twenty teachers on the
All-USA Teacher Team of the nation’s top educators.
Terri Fields has worked with students in first through
twelfth grades. Ms. Fields sees the world around her
in terms of the wonderful stories it reveals. Visit her
website at www.terrifields.com.
Award-winning illustrator Laura Jacques is passionate
about illustrating children’s books that focus
on natural history, wildlife, and environmental
awareness for children. In addition to illustrating The
Most Dangerous, Baby Owl’s Rescue and Whistling
Wings for Arbordale, she has also illustrated For
the Birds; The Life of Roger Tory Peterson, Squirrel
Assist, At Home in the Rain Forest, and Wildlife
Refuge; A Classroom Adventure. Her books have
won several honors and awards, including “NSTACBC Outstanding Science Trade Books for Children”
sponsored by the Children’s Book Council and
the “KIND Children’s Book Award” sponsored by
the Association for Humane and Environmental
Education, a division of the Humane Society of the
United States. For more information, visit Laura’s
website: www.laurajacques.com.

• Interactive Quizzes: Reading Comprehension,
For Creative Minds, and Math Word Problems
• English and Spanish Audiobooks
• Related Websites
• Aligned to State and Core Standards
• Accelerated Reader and Reading Counts Quizzes
• Lexile and Fountas & Pinnell Reading Levels
eBooks with Auto-Flip, Auto-Read, and selectable
English and Spanish text and audio available for
purchase online.
Thanks to Loran Wlodarski, Science Writer at SeaWorld
Orlando, for verifying the accuracy of the information
in this book.
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Frightening creatures from near and far
had come to win the title and trophy as
The World’s Most Dangerous. Each was
ready to impress the judges.

From Australia, swam a box jelly.

“When I find my food, the venomous
needles in my tentacles kill fast.”

Next, an inland taipan slithered up.

“I have the most deadly venom of any
snake anywhere, so stay away.”
“Scary,” whispered a judge. “But he
likes to avoid people, so if you leave
him alone, you’re probably okay.”

From the ocean, rose a 15-foot great white

shark. “I’m here to win. I can sniff out blood
from miles away. I have 3,000 teeth that bite
really hard. I can even eat a small-toothed
whale. Watch out!”
“Yikes,” a judge jumped farther away and then
said, “but haven’t more people been killed by
dog bites than shark bites?”

For Creative Minds
The For Creative Minds educational section may be photocopied or printed from our website by the owner of this
book for educational, non-commercial uses. Cross-curricular teaching activities, interactive quizzes, and more are
available online. Go to www.ArbordalePublishing.com and click on the book’s cover to explore all the links.

Dangerous Adaptations
Animals don’t go to the grocery store to get their food. Wild animals that eat meat
(carnivores) must hunt and kill their prey if they are to survive. And animals protect
themselves, their young, and/or their territory. Every animal has body parts or special
behaviors (adaptations) to help find and get food (plant or animal) and to protect
themselves from becoming prey.
Some animals bite prey to kill. They often have huge mouths, strong jaws, and sharp teeth
to cut through another animal’s skin and bones. They might hold onto their prey with their
strong teeth and rapidly shake their heads back and forth to break the prey’s neck. Have
you ever seen a pet dog shake a stuffed animal like that? It is acting on instinct; it’s how a
wild dog would kill prey.

How Animals Use Adaptations: Predator or Prey?
Some predators use these adaptations to catch food. Some use these adaptations to
protect themselves from becoming prey to other predators. Many animals use the
adaptations for both reasons. Do the adaptations help predators kill their prey, protect
prey from predators, or both? Can you think of any other animals that might use the same
adaptations for the same reason?
Box jellies’ venom-filled stinging cells kill prey almost immediately and
protect the jellies from becoming prey to octopuses or sharks. For some
reason, sea turtles can eat these animals without being stung.
Inland taipans use their venom to hunt their favorite food: rats and mice.
They will also use the venom to protect themselves. Fortunately, these
snakes are shy and are rarely seen by humans.
These sharks eat anything and everything, taking a great big bite out of their
prey with their huge mouths and sharp, saw-like teeth. Even though they are
“the top of the food chain,” young protect themselves with their teeth.
Porcupinefish use water or air to blow themselves up like a balloon and
have spikes to avoid being eaten by predators. They also carry poisonous
bacteria from algae they have eaten.
Brazilian wandering spiders don’t wait for food in a web. They actively
hunt and kill prey with their venom. If scared, they use their venom to
protect themselves.

Poisonous animals don’t make the poison in their bodies but usually get the
poison from things they eat. They only become “poisonous” to something that
touches or eats them (defense).
In some cases, like the mosquito, the animal might carry germs that are not part of its
protection or defense. The germs are just something it picked up from
eating something else. But, when it bites or is eaten, the germs are passed
along and can make the next animal sick. Mosquitoes may carry many
diseases that can cause people to suffer from high fever, nausea, weakness,
rashes and death. Wearing bug spray when outside helps keep mosquitoes
away. For people living in the tropics, using a net around the bed at night
also prevents mosquito bites.

Cape buffalo can weigh up to 2,000 lbs (900 kg). They will trample
anything in their way. They use their horns to defend young by attacking
lions, hyenas, and humans.
Saltwater crocodiles grab prey with strong jaws and sharp teeth and drag
them into the water to eat. They hunt animals that live in the water or on
dry land. If scared, they attack animals that get too close—even humans.
Hippopotamuses eat plants. They use their large tusks and teeth to defend
their young and territories.
Cassowaries are related to ostriches and emus. These shy birds will kick
with their strong legs and sharp claws if they feel threatened.
Answers: box jellies: both; inland taipans: both; shark: predator; porcupinefish: protection;
Brazilian wandering spiders: both; Cape buffalo: both; saltwater crocodiles: both; hippopotamuses:
protection; cassowaries: protection

Venomous animals release a poison (venom) with their bite or sting. These
animals make the venom inside their bodies and use it to kill prey (animals
they want to eat). They will also use the venom to protect themselves from
predators or if scared. Not all venomous animals can kill a human, but they
can cause pain. Fire ant or bee venom may be painful but won’t kill a human,
unless the human is allergic.

Where in the World?

Thinking it Through: Design an Animal
Design (draw or build a model with clay) of your own made-up animal. Think about and be
ready to answer these questions:

In what kind of
habitat does your
animal live?
How does your
animal move? Does
the movement fit
the habitat?

Find the animals on the map.
There are hundreds of different types of jellies in the world. Deadly box jellies live in the
tropical ocean waters off northern Australia and Indonesia.
The deadly inland taipan lives in desert and shrub areas of Australia. Not all snakes are
venomous and of those that are, not all are deadly to humans.

Does your animal
eat plants or
other animals?

Great white sharks live in warm and temperate (not too hot and not too cold) oceans all over
the world. They visit breading areas for seals and sea lions where it is easy to get food.

If your animal eats
other animals, how
does it capture its prey?

Porcupinefish live in warm, tropical ocean waters all over the world. They prefer the shallow
waters around reefs, mangroves, and sea grass.
Brazilian wandering spiders live in Central and South American rainforests. They wander the
jungle floor at night looking for food but hide in termite mounds or banana plants during
the day.
The Cape buffalo lives close to water throughout the savannas of Africa.
Saltwater crocodiles live in rivers and in the ocean off the eastern coast of India, parts of
southeast Asia, and northern Australia.
Hippopotamuses live on land and in water in Africa. Although they graze often on land, they
are only territorial in the water.
Cassowaries live in the tropical forests of New Guinea and northeastern Australia. These
birds walk and run but don’t fly.
Mosquitoes live near water on all continents except Antarctica. They are active all year long
in tropical regions but hibernate in the winter where it gets cold.

How does your
animal hide from
predators or prey?
How does your
animal protect itself
from predators or
when scared?

If you enjoy this book,
look for other Arbordale books that may also be of interest:
To two wonderful children: Tyler Chase Malkin and his sister Ashley Taylor,
also to Marc Scher who’s been waiting patiently, and always to Danielle and
Jeffrey Fields—TF
To Jonathan Joseph, with all my love —LJ
Thanks to Loran Wlodarski, Science Writer at SeaWorld Orlando, for verifying
the accuracy of the information in this book.
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