About The Book
When a young child decides to build
a fort in the backyard, Grandpa
comes forward to help. But they can’t
do it alone—they get help from the
six simple machines: lever, pulley,
inclined plane, wheel and axle,
screw, and wedge. Told in cumulative
rhyme, similar to The House That Jack
Built, this story follows grandfather
and grandchild as they build a fort
together from start to finish.
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Curriculum Connections
For Creative Minds
Each Arbordale book pairs an exciting story
with a For Creative Minds section of non-fiction
informational text and activities. After the fort is
built and the tools are put away, children are able to
engage in learning activities that include:
• Match the machine
• Measuring Tools
• Hands on: Building a Fort
As a paired reading, cross curricular text The Fort on
Fourth Street fits perfectly into Common Core, Next
Generation Science Standards and social studies
lessons for grades K-2. Exact standards alignment
and a 15-30 page teaching activities guide are
available on Arbordalepublishing.com.

Classification Information
Understanding that reading level alignment is
important for classroom implementation, The Fort
on Fourth Street has been assessed by the following
organizations:
• Accelerated Reader: 4.3
• Flesch-Kincaid: 1.3
• Lexile®: 920
• Fountas and Pinnell®: O

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile Nonfiction

• JNF051130- Science & Technology / Machinery
• JNF051000- Science & Technology / General

This book has been vetted for accuracy by Susan
Holmes, senior museum educator / teacher professional
development with The Franklin Institute.

About The Author
Lois Spangler, M.Ed., is a retired educator who has received many teaching awards
including twice receiving the Sigma XI Outstanding Science Teacher Award, N.J.
Governor’s Teaching Award, and three times receiving Rudolph Industries Award for
Science Teaching Excellence. Her students received state and national awards from
NASA and NSTA. During her 32-year career in education, she was an elementary
teacher at Central School, Great Meadows Regional, as well as an adjunct instructor
at Centenary College. After retiring, she was a judge for NSTA’s ExploraVision National
Science Competition and served on the National Science Foundation’s Selection
Committee for the “PAEMST.” Her publications include 6 ancillary science books for
Scott Foresman Science, 7 reading comprehension books, and 7 writing books. She has
also been published in NSTA’s Science and Children. This is Lois’ debut picture book.
Visit her website at edconnectionsllc.com.

About The Illustrator
In addition to illustrating A Fort on Fourth Street, A Warm Winter Tail, Habitat Spy, Little
Red Bat, and Henry the Impatient Heron for Arbordale, Christina Wald has illustrated
for a wide variety of toys, games, books, and magazines. From a book that featured
hundreds of animals on each page (Look, Find, and Learn: Animals of the World) to
games including the Star Wars role playing game series, every assignment covers
something new and exciting. In recent years, she has illustrated tons of different
animals for books and other publications. Christina enjoys the research aspect of such
projects, saying that each new book is a fascinating new learning experience. She often
integrates travel to research for her illustrations. She lives in Ohio with her husband
and three cats. Visit Christina’s website at www.christinawald.com.
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activities. Readers
follow these best friends as they apply
physics to throwing a ball, pulling a
wagon, riding a bike, and much more.
They will realize that Newton’s Laws of
Motion describe experiences they have
every day, and they will recognize how
forces affect the objects around them.
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