
Sharks and dolphins both have 
torpedo-shaped bodies with fins on 
their backs. They slice through the 
water to grab their prey with sharp 
teeth. But despite their similarities, 
sharks and dolphins belong to different 
animal classes: one is a fish and gets 
oxygen from the water and the other 
is a mammal and gets oxygen from 
the air. Marine educator Kevin Kurtz 
guides early readers to compare 
and contrast these ocean predators 
through stunning photographs and 
simple, nonfiction text.

For Creative Minds

After comparing fish to mammals throughout Sharks 
and Dolphins learn more in the For Creative Minds 
section with facts and activities, including: 

• Venn Diagram: Fish and Mammals
• A World without Sharks and Dolphins
• Sharks

If these activities are just not enough, find a 
comprehensive teaching guide on 
www.arbordalepublishing.com. 

Marine life lovers don't despair, this book has been 
vetted for accuracy by Shelley Dearhart, good catch 
manager of the South Carolina Aquarium. 
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Classification Information

The Compare and Contrast Book series brings wonderful 
nonfiction information to young children; these 
organizations have assessed this book at the following 
reading levels:

• Accelerated Reader: TBD
• Lexile: 410
• Fountas and Pinnell: L

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile Nonfiction
•  JNF013050 - Concepts / Opposites
•  JNF003150 - Animals / Marine Life
•  JNF051050 -  Science & Nature / Biology

Educators, alignment to Next Generation Science 
Standards, Common Core, and all state standards 
can be found on the Sharks & Dolphins book page.

Curriculum Connections

About The Book

http://www.arbordalepublishing.com/index.php
http://www.arbordalepublishing.com/bookpage.php?id=AmphbnReptile


The possibilities for learning never end! Young readers 
are able to learn a new language and compare and 

contrast along the way.

Award-winning author Kevin Kurtz holds degrees in English literature and elementary 
education and started his career by working at a marine biology lab. Since then, he 
has combined all of these experiences by working as an environmental educator and 
curriculum writer for organizations such as the South Carolina Aquarium, the Science 
Factory Children's Museum, and the Center for Birds of Prey. Kevin has authored A Day 
in the Deep, A Day on the Mountain, and A Day in the Salt Marsh for Arbodale. Kevin 
also wrote Uncovering Earth's Secrets after spending eight weeks as the Educator at Sea 
aboard the marine geology research vessel JOIDES Resolution.
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