
Marine mammals known as cetaceans are 
broken into two large groups: toothed whales 
(including dolphins and porpoises) and baleen 
whales. One group has a single blowhole to 
breathe air, the other has two. One group has 
tall dorsal fins to help maintain balance as 
they chase prey. The other scoops up water 
and prey in their large mouths as they swim 
slowly along—they don’t need large dorsal 
fins. One group uses echolocation, the other 
doesn’t. Learn more about what these animals 
have in common and how they are different 
in this latest installment of the Compare and 
Contrast Series.

Bisac codes: JNF003150, JNF003140, 
JNF051030

Standard Alignments: 
• 1-LS1-1 All organisms have external 

parts. Different animals use their body 
parts in different ways to see, hear, 
grasp objects, protect themselves, move 
from place to place, and seek, find, 
and take in food, water and air. Plants 
also have different parts (roots, stems, 
leaves, flowers, fruits) that help them 
survive and grow.  

• 3-LS4 Biological Evolution: Unity and 
Diversity Adaptations 

• 3-LS4-3 For any particular environment, 
some kinds of organisms survive well, 
some survive less well, and some cannot 
survive at all. 
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Arbordale Publishing opens the door for 
children to explore the facts behind a 
story. The For Creative Minds section in 
this book includes:
• Whale Adaptations
• Whale Sizes
• Toothed or Baleen?
• Conservation

Thanks to Chris Butler-Minor, Community 
Engagement Specialist at the Olympic 
Coast National Marine Sanctuary for 
verifying the information in this book. 
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